A powerful bomb blast rocked Kaduna metropolis yesterday, leaving at least eight dead, many badly injured and
causing millions of naira worth of destruction to properties and businesses.
Eyewitnesses told Christian Solidarity Worldwide Nigeria (CSWN) that the bombers were on motorcycles, and
were heading towards a spare part shop in a busy trading area, before residents heard the sound of an
explosion, which killed one motorcyclist.
According to news reports, the National Emergency Management Agency, Red Cross, Federal Road Safety
Corps, Police and Army worked for hours to evacuate the injured and the decapitated bodies of victims.
The Kaduna State Commissioner of Police is reported to have attributed the explosion to gas cylinders and
batteries in the shops.
However, Mr. Sunday Mba, the Chairman of the Spare Part Seller’s Union, has said that shops in the area do
not sell gas and that a battery explosion would not cause such extensive damage. According to the Associated
Press, the Red Cross has confirmed that the explosion in Kaduna was a bomb, corroborating eyewitness
reports made to CSWN; however no group has claimed responsibility for the attack. Kaduna was one of the
sites of deadly post-election violence in April. More recently, several people were killed when two villages in
southern Kaduna were attacked by armed Fulanis.
Andrew Johnston, Advocacy Director for Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW), said, “We extend our
condolences to the families of those killed in this deadly blast. Although the authorities have claimed this was a
case of exploding batteries and gas cylinders, eyewitness reports are unequivocal that this was a bomb,
detonated in a busy trading area to inflict maximum damage to people and property, and there are suspicions
that Boko Haram may have been involved. We urge the state authorities to take these reports seriously, and
conduct a thorough investigation in order to swiftly apprehend the perpetrators of this appalling attack. “

